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Housekeeping
• This session is being recorded and will be shared publicly after 

the event.

• Please keep your microphone on mute if you are not speaking.

• We will present for around 10-15 minutes, please hold your 
questions until we open the session to audience Q&A



Grow Digital Health Midlands



Grow Digital Health Midlands 
• Grow Digital Health Midlands is a collaboration between 

Health Innovation East Midlands and Health Innovation West 
Midlands

• Onboarding promising innovations with the potential to solve 
key problems within the NHS locally

• Designed to help UK technology companies develop and 
scale high potential digital health innovations within the NHS 
and care sector

• Brings together resource, expertise and networks across the 
NHS Midlands region



Themes

Digital leaders from across our region determined 
the themes for Grow 2025, factoring the Darzi 
review and ‘3 shifts’: 
1. Enhancing NHS productivity and 

communication through technology/AI
2. Reducing demand for hospital-based care



Selection

Grow 2025 Cohort

Interview 
(14)

Shortlisting 
(24)

Screening
(51)

Eligibility: 
 UK-registered SME 
 Digital health technology
 Value proposition
 Theme + exclusions check
 Implemented in healthcare
 Commercialisation plan / model  

Scored on:
• Theme alignment
• Patient and health system benefit
• Economic growth potential
• Compatibility of support needs / 

potential benefit from the programme
 



Our innovators
Innovation / organisation Contact Email Website 

Hope programme / Hope for the 
Community CIC 

Gabriela Matouskova - CEO gabriela@h4c.org.uk https://www.h4c.org.uk/hope-
programme 

AirEmail / AirEmail Holdings Ltd Ameet Bakhai – Co-founder asbakhai@nhs.net https://www.airemail.co.uk/ 

Surgfit / Asclepius Medtech Ltd Michael Morgan-Curran – CEO mm-c@asclepius-medtech.com https://asclepius-medtech.com/ 

Appt Chronic Condition 
Management / Appt Health Ltd 

Hector Smethurst - Founder & CEO hector@appt-health.co.uk https://www.appt-health.co.uk/ 

Heidi AI Medical Scribe / Heidi 
Health Ltd 

Gus Lyon – Primary Care Lead gus@heidihealth.com https://www.heidihealth.com/en-gb 

Expertcare / DXS International Plc David Immleman – Founder & CEO david.immelman@dxs-systems.com https://www.dxs-systems.co.uk/ 

Suvera / Suvera Ltd Ivan Beckley – CEO & Co-founder ivan@suvera.co.uk https://www.suvera.com/ 

mailto:gabriela@h4c.org.uk
https://www.h4c.org.uk/hope-programme
https://www.h4c.org.uk/hope-programme
https://www.h4c.org.uk/hope-programme
mailto:asbakhai@nhs.net
https://www.airemail.co.uk/
mailto:mm-c@asclepius-medtech.com
mailto:mm-c@asclepius-medtech.com
mailto:mm-c@asclepius-medtech.com
mailto:mm-c@asclepius-medtech.com
mailto:mm-c@asclepius-medtech.com
https://asclepius-medtech.com/
https://asclepius-medtech.com/
https://asclepius-medtech.com/
mailto:hector@appt-health.co.uk
mailto:hector@appt-health.co.uk
mailto:hector@appt-health.co.uk
https://www.appt-health.co.uk/
https://www.appt-health.co.uk/
https://www.appt-health.co.uk/
mailto:gus@heidihealth.com
https://www.heidihealth.com/en-gb
https://www.heidihealth.com/en-gb
https://www.heidihealth.com/en-gb
mailto:david.immelman@dxs-systems.com
mailto:david.immelman@dxs-systems.com
mailto:david.immelman@dxs-systems.com
https://www.dxs-systems.co.uk/
https://www.dxs-systems.co.uk/
https://www.dxs-systems.co.uk/
mailto:ivan@suvera.co.uk
https://www.suvera.com/


More information



Neighbourhood Health
Midlands Innovation Fund



Why Neighbourhood Health? 
• Strong alignment with Grow 25 themes and 

cohort 

• New and emergent national priority area 
with a strong digital focus

• An opportunity to use HIN resource to plug a 
gap locally

• 8x Wave 1 Neighbourhood Health sites in 
the Midlands region  



What is the innovation enabling fund?
• Pots of up to £20k available to organisations seeking to deploy one of the Grow 

innovations

• Only eligible to the 7 innovations that presented to the event on 22/01

• Must be novel to the organisation (i.e. not an extension of an existing project with one of 
these solutions)

• Applications should have an exec level sponsor and there should be a plan for longer 
term sustainability

• There can be more than one application per region/organisation, each application is 
scored on its own merit

• Open to all Midlands health and care organisations



Timeline

Date Activity 
22/01/26 Launch webinar and innovator showcase 

Open Stage I Expression of Interest (EOI) window (2 weeks)

29/01/26 Q&A webinar for applicants 

05/02/26 Deadline for Stage 1 Expressions of interests - 23:59 5th February

12/02/26 Applicants invited to complete Stage 2 Full Application (3 weeks) 

05/03/26 Deadline for Stage 2 Full applications – 23:59 5th March

16/03/26 Panel interviews

23/03/26 Commence contracting with successful applicants (~ 1 month) 



What makes a strong application?
• Outline the problem to solve and the patient population affected
• Clear project timeline
• Commitment to resourcing 
• Defining clear benefits, metrics and outputs to measure
• Sustainability plan if positive outcome proven
• Governance outlined
• High level organisational sign off



How to apply?
https://hiem.awardsplatform.com/ 

Login or register for Award Force 

A .pdf blank copy of the 
application form can be 
downloaded for offline review  

https://hiem.awardsplatform.com/


Audience Q&As



Interested and want to know more?
Email us with any queries:

• dawn.plummer@nottingham.ac.uk
• nick.hamilton@nottingham.ac.uk
• healthinnovation-em@nottingham.ac.uk 

Not interested/eligible for this opportunity? Engage with Health Innovation East Midlands 
here: 

• https://healthinnovation-em.org.uk/contact-us

More information on the Grow Digital Health Midlands programme: 

• https://healthinnovation-em.org.uk/our-work/innovator-hub/grow-digital-health 
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Back-up slides 
Award Force Demo



Start your application

Click here to start 
a new application  



Category and naming

Select the category 
(competition) you are 
applying for, this will 
reveal the 
‘Neighbourhood 
Health – Stage 1’ tab   



Start here tab and saving application

You can save and return to your 
application at any time 

The Start here tab has 3 sections:
 
• Applicant – who are you? 
• Organisation – who do you represent? 
• Innovation – which innovation / 

technology are you interested in? 



Neighbourhood Health – Stage 1 tab
The ‘Neighbourhood 
Health – Stage 1’ tab 
contains the competition-
specific information for 
applicants and form fields   



Further information
Dawn Plummer
Digital Health Innovation Lead, Health Innovation East 
Midlands 
dawn.plummer@nottingham.ac.uk 

Nick Hamilton 
Digital Health Navigator, Health Innovation East Midlands 
nick.Hamilton@nottingham.ac.uk

• Web: healthinnovation-em.org.uk

• LinkedIn: Health Innovation East Midlands

• Bluesky: @healthinn-em.bsky.social
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